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The terrible act of extortion of confessions through torture often exists in the 
Procuratorate and Public Security Organs when handling the criminal cases in some 
areas of China. In the meantime, the investigators being falsely accused of carrying 
out extortion of confessions through torture by the defendant happens frequently in 
the court. In my view, carrying out synchronous audio and video recordings in the 
whole process is a effective measure to curb the phenomenon of extortion of 
confession through torture. The 121th article of the Criminal Procedure Law of the 
People's Republic of China newly amended in Mar. 13th, 2012 regulates: 
“investigators can sound-record or videotape the interrogation process when 
interrogate the suspects. Investigators should sound-record or videotape the 
interrogation process when handling cases in which the criminals might be sentenced 
to life imprisonment or death or other grave cases. The sound recording and videotape 
should record the whole process and be kept intact.” The introduction and 
implementation of the article is conducive to guarantee of human rights, curb of 
extortion of confessions through torture, regulation of the means of interrogation of 
the investigators, improvement of the vocational level of the investigators, timely 
preservation of evidence and prevention of the withdrawal of a confession and falsely 
accusation on the officers handling the cases. 
 In recent years,the Procuratorate, Public Security Organs and Commission for 
Discipline Inspection are actively promoting and using the synchronous audio and 
video recordings in the whole process of investigation and interrogation. In 
combination of the actual running process of the synchronous audio and video 
recordings in the whole process in China, this article lists the problems and shortages 
existed in the running process of the synchronous audio and video recordings in the 
whole process from considerations in the aspects of the endemical flaw of the system 
and the failure to remedy these flaws when carrying them out. These problems and 
shortages mainly included: the shortage of financial support, the non-standard settings 
of the working areas and the underdevelopment of the hardware facility, the 
non-standard system setup and the lack of third-party supervision towards the 
synchronous audio and video recordings in the whole process, the non-standard 















process, the major flaw in the usage and maintainance of the video data, the shortage 
of technical personnel , the imperfection of the investigators’ interrogation skills when 
they are videotaped, etc. In consideration of the problems and shortages existed in the 
synchronous audio and video recordings in the whole process in China, this article 
combines the actual running situation of the synchronous audio and video recordings 
in the whole process in China with the status of the new criminal law that is about to 
be carried out and draw lessons from the legislation regulation and practice of the 
synchronous interrogation audio and video recordings in the whole process in places 
other than mainland China to raise the counter-measurements and suggestions that 
will optimize the synchronous interrogation audio and video recordings in the whole 
process. These counter-measurements and suggestions include: raise the legislation 
level of regulations of the synchronous audio and video recordings in the whole 
process, standardize the regulation design, enlarge the scope of application, increase 
expenditure, improve the hardware technical content of the synchronous audio and 
video recordings in the whole process, regulate the operation of the synchronous 
audio and video recordings in the whole process, expand the crew members of 
professional technical personnel, enhance the interrogation level and skill of the 
investigators etc. Through these targeted policies, it is a good wish that the 
synchronous audio and video recordings in the whole process will be strengthened 
and optimized after the introduction of the new criminal law to the effect of 
realization of its value to the largest extent.   
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